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Foreword

The current issue of the journal contains two main blocks of articles. One 
focuses on festivals, celebrations, and manifestations and the other on social 
memory work in the (re)construction of the Soviet past. The first thematic has 
a broad variety of European cases, taken from Ukraine in the East to Spain in 
the West, from the holidays celebrated in the private sphere and family circle 
to mass manifestations. Starting with Rasa Paukštytė-Šaknienė’s article ‘Family 
and Calendar Holidays in Soviet Lithuania,’ which embraces both problematics, 
her point of departure is the ‘ritual year’ (public year cycle festivals), but the 
case she uses is celebrations in the private sphere. Here the year cycle festivals 
celebrated in the form of family reunions are analyzed as an alternative to the 
atheist Soviet-era ban on public celebrations, such as traditional Christmas and 
Easter, as well as the space for the festivals-as-tradition. 

Conspicuous examples of the social impact of festivals can be found in this 
and the other texts: Waldemar Kuligowski discusses ‘festivalization’ (a term 
used by Häussermann and Siebel) in Serbia and Spain; Cozette Griffin-Kremer 
analyzes the Lily-of-the-Valley Festival in France; and Iuliia Buyskykh describes 
the early period of the Kyiv Euromaidan protests which, she claims, reflected 
elements of carnival. The identity politics case of Serbia and Ukraine and the 
community-building and immigrant integration case from France reveal this 
phenomenon in particular. ‘Carnival in Urban Protest Culture: The Case of Kyiv 
Early Euromaidan’ by Buyskykh stands out because she exposes the carnival 
elements in Euromaidan to show how it makes the urban space into one for 
community building as well as for protest culture, which eventually becomes 
a zone for the expression of national identity politics. 

In contrast, Monika Frėjutė-Rakauskienė provides an analysis of the Bela-
rus, Polish, and Russian minority participation in voluntary civic involvement-
promoting organizations in southeastern Lithuania. Instead of civic activism, 
which was stressed in the previous article, the ethnic profile of these organi-
zations appears to be their main feature; it manifests in accordance with the 
dominant ethnic and local identities of participants.

The second block of articles consists of Vidmantas Vyšniauskas’s and 
Aušra Jurčikonytė’s papers presenting how social memory works for the (re)
construction of ‘cultural life’ and the ‘good life’ from the Soviet past and on 
what grounds identification with these images continues. Vyšniauskas draws 
upon the Soviet culture house as a standard ‘cultural consumption’ institution 
but sees the Church as providing alternative cultural activities. Jurčikonytė’s 
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article draws on the impact of the sentiment of nostalgia for the Soviet industrial 
past, which in contemporary anthropological research on (post)socialism is often 
presented as a central emotion used to idealize the socialist past. She proves 
that the ‘good life’ is a focal point in former employeers’ retrospectives of the 
Soviet-era industrial firm in the city of Alytus, which is portrayed as ‘prospe
rity’ felt in the past in contrast to the lack of it in contemporary livelihoods. 

This issue of Lithuanian Ethnology contains a new rubric – ‘Review Article’ – 
opening up a forum for explicit reviews on relevant publications in the fields 
of ethnology and socio-cultural anthropology. Here Jonas Mardosa provides a 
thorough and critical analysis of Auksuolė Čepaitienė’s recent book Ethnogra-
phy of Life-ways (2013). The Book Review chapter of the current issue includes 
Aivita Putniņa’s review of the bilingual (Lithuanian and English) book edited 
by Vida Savoniakaitė on recent explorations of the paradigm of identity con-
ducted by ethnologists, anthropologists, and scholars from related disciplines. 
I am sure that Victor de Munck’s review of Ethnographies of Grey Zones edited 
by Ida Harboe Knudsen and Martin Frederiksen will be of use to scholars of 
(post)socialist and political anthropology. Likewise, I hope this entire issue of 
Lithuanian Ethnology will be of interest to its potential readers.

Vytis Čiubrinskas


