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Foreword

The present special issue of Lithuanian Ethnology: “Ethnology of Religion and 
Folk Religiosity” focuses on folk religion and forms of folk religiosity as a 
variety of attachments and linkages that provide meaningful building blocks 
of shared faith to express human solidarities and their moral footing. Jonas 
Mardosa, the editor of the issue, is internationally known for his research on 
folk religion and belongs to the SIEF workgroup of Ethnology of Religion.

Seven articles comprise the thematic block of the volume: folk piety, 
customs, and rituals are examined from a variety of religious traditions that 
include Catholic, Lutheran, Orthodox and Unitarian, as well as Christian – 
Pagan syncretism. A number of annual and familial cycle customs, as well as 
religious texts, iconography and objects are scrutinized primarily through the 
semiotic approach. It is important to note that in most papers folk religiosity 
is revealed in actual setting of social transformations, national revival, trans-
nationalism and other contexts. 

The special issue opens with its editor’s overview of research in ethnology 
of religion and folk piety in Lithuania. The following paper, by the Ukrainian 
ethnologist Halina Bondarenko, deals with the transformation of everyday reli-
gious practice in postsocialist Ukraine. Skaidrė Urbonienė, in her article, unveils 
the delicate relation between religiousness and the national sentiment seen in 
the practice of wooden outdoor cross-making among Lithuanian-Americans in 
the United States. Mardosa’s article focuses on the multifunctional usage of the 
Palm Sunday palms in Lithuania, looked at from a gender perspective. Riman-
tas Sliužinskas uncovers the traditional image of death in the funeral customs 
and practices among the Lutheran Lithuanians in Western Lithuania. Folklorist 
Aušra Kairaitytė, in her analysis of Biblical plots in traditional Lithuanian oral 
folklore, portrays ‘‘the canon’’ of folk ethics built of piety, diligence, compas-
sion and endurance. The custom of swinging in Russian tradition is given a 
wide ritual perspective by Lyudmila A. Tultceva, whose paper concludes the 
special issue section. 

Two more articles included in the volume do not belong to the theme of 
religion. Darius Daukšas writes on the sensitive issue of identity construction 
in borderlands in the case of the Polish minority in Lithuania. Irma Šidiškie-
nė, in her methodological article, opens a discussion about what particular 
information should or should not be provided about individual ethnographic 
informant. 
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The review chapter of the current issue includes Lina Bugienė’s review 
of Pertti Anttonen’s Tradition to Modernity. Postmodernism and the Nation-state 
in Folklore Scholarship, which thoroughly examines the contemporary use and 
misuse of ‘‘tradition’’ as paradigm. 

We hope that the materials included in this issue of Lithuanian Ethnology 
will be of interest to our readers and will provoke a response, in particular, 
from the field of religious studies, as well as, from those who are seeking to 
reconsider the use of the concept of tradition.           

Vytis Čiubrinskas


